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“* Highlights

Spring Meeting Schedule Georgia Nelson, Gene Schmidt, Roni Holder-

Okanogan Committee, Monday, Diefenbach, and Dave Petersen traveled to Washington DC
May 1, 12:00 Noon, M & F Coffee for the National Association of Workforce Board’s (NAWB)
Shop , Bridgeport Middle School 2006 Forum.

Council members attended pre-conference sessions
including Jeveloping Demand-Driven Workforce Systems in
Rural Areas, Building Partnerships to Create Capacity for
Growth and Strengthening Your Workforce Board through

Grant/Adams Committee,
Tuesday, May 2, 12:00 Noon,
SkillSource, Moses Lake

Chelan/Douglas Committee, the Carver Governance Model presented by Miriam Carver.
e, LR 2 L e, This year’s focus was the impact global trends
SkillSource, Wenatchee continue to exert on America’s economy, and how they pose

Board Meeting, Tuesday, May 15, particular challenges for the workforce as well as business
6:00 p.m., Moses Lake and industry expansion. Off-shoring, competition from global
markets, and rapid advancement of technology in the
workplace are compelling realities for both employers and
their employees and are changing the way Americans
work.

Besides workshops, roundtables and plenaries, the
group visited the Library of Congress, toured the Capital
and met with Adam Chavarria, Executive Director of the
White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for
Hispanic Americans. The conference wrapped up Tuesday
with a rousing speech from Senator Patty Murray.

“Getting ready in Senator Cantwell’s office.”

Whitman County Commissioner Greg Partch
joined the group for their visits to update staff
from Senators Cantwell and Murray, and
Representative Hastings’ offices.




Federal Workforce Investment Allocations by Program Year
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Congressional Budget Update

The House Budget Committee passed its version of
an FYO7 budget agreeing to the cuts requested by the
President. An amendment to restore nearly $1 billion in
proposed funding cuts to the workforce system was
defeated. The bill now goes to the full House next week.

Congressman Jon Porter (R-NV) and John Tierney (D-
MA) began circulating a Dear Colleague letter yesterday
requesting that WIA and ES funding be restored to FYO5
levels. “A skilled workforce is essential to our nation’s
economic security” the letter says. There is only one week
to collect signatures. NAWB says all members of the House
of Representatives should be asked to sign this letter.

Congressman Mike Castle (R-DE) plans to offer an
amendment next week when the Resolution reaches the
floor mirroring the Specter/Harkin amendment that
restored funding in the Senate Budget to the FYO5 level.
Castle is among twenty-three GOP members led by
Representative Nancy Johnson (R-CT) who sent a letter two
weeks ago to House Speaker Dennis Hastert (R-IL) seeking
a two percent increase in the budget for domestic
programs.

One-Stop Conference

June 28 and 29

Advanced Technologies Education Center
Big Bend Community College

The 2006 Regional Partners Conference
will be held at Big Bend’s ATEC in Moses
Lake on June 28 & 29. Greg Newton of
Newton and Associates will be the
featured speaker. Gregq is sure to inspire,
inform and challenge. As perhaps today's
foremost expert in One-Stop systems, he’ll
help us reach the next level of service and
results for all our customers.

MAKE TIME FOR TRAINING: ITS JUST SMART BUSINESS

Wenatchee: 663-3091 Moses Lake: 765-1721 Omak: 826-7310




